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them. It was further proposed that an officer of a third
power, acting in behalf of all the powers, should have the
right of general inspection for the purpose of keeping the
powers advised whether their agents, France and Spain,
were observing the limits and performing the duties of their
agency. This arrangement seemed to us to accomplish the
desired purpose. It seemed with two mandatories jointly
charged, no individual claim of possession or control was
likely to grow up; that, with the constant reminder of the
general right involved in the inspectorship, the duties of
the agency were not likely to be forgotten and it seemed
that the proximity of France and Spain to Morocco, and
their special interest in having order maintained in that
territory, made it reasonable that they should be selected
as the mandatories rather than any other powers.

The Austrian proposal offers an alternative to the ar-
rangement which I have described. It is that the eight
Moroccan ports shall be distributed; that in four the police
shall be organized by the French; in three the police shall
be organized by the Spanish; and that in the eighth port
the police shall be organized by the Swiss or Dutch. This
seems to us to provide for a potential partition of the ter-
ritory in violation of the principle upon which we have
agreed with Germany. From our point of view all the rea-
sons which existed against leaving to France the control
of all the ports exists against leaving to France the control
of some, to Spain the control of some, and to Switzerland,
either in its own interest or in the interests of any other
powers, the control of one. The very fact of division of
the ports implies the existence of a special right on the part
of the three countries in the ports assigned to them respec-
tively. The immediate effect can only be the creation of
three separate spheres of influence, with inferior right and
opportunity on the part of all other powers. And the na-
tions to whom these spheres are assigned may be expected
in the ordinary course of events to enter into complete con-
trol We do not care whether the Inspector, if there shall
be one, is Italian or Swiss. We do not care whether he